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Leading causes of death: 2004



Leading causes of death: 2004 vs 2030







Most road traffic injuries occur in  
low- and middle-income countries



Trends in road traffic deaths 
in selected countries 
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More exposed to risks

The poorest are most affected

Less exposed to prevention 

Less access to quality trauma care and rehabilitati on





Deaths vs vehicle ownership

>1.2 million deaths 1.3 billion vehicles



Road traffic deaths by type of user



Speed

Urban speed limits 

should not exceed 50 

km/h and local 

authorities should be authorities should be 

able to reduce speeds 

where necessary.

This is the case in only 29% of countries. 



Drink-driving

BACs should be set 

at 0.05 g/dl for the 

general population.

This is the case in <50% of countries.



Motorcycle helmets

Wearing a good quality

motorcycle helmet can 

reduce the risk of death

by �s40% and severe 

head injury by >70%.

Only 40% of countries have a comprehensive 
helmet law + helmets standards.



Seat-belts

Wearing a seat-belt 

reduces the risk of 

death among front-seat 

passengers by 40- 65% passengers by 40- 65% 

and among rear-seat 

occupants by 25- 75%.

Only 57% of countries require seat-belts to be 
used by both front- and rear-seat passengers.



Child restraints

Infant seats, child seats and 

booster seats can reduce 

deaths of infants by �s70% 

and deaths of small children and deaths of small children 

by between 54%–80% in the 

event of a crash.

<50% of countries have a child restraint law.



Summary: legislation on key risk factors

• 48% of countries have laws on all 5 risk factors.

• 15% have COMPREHENSIVE laws on all 5 risk 

factors.factors.

• Inadequate enforcement



Pre-hospital care

• 76% of countries report the existence of a formal, public 

pre-hospital care system

• The quality of these systems was not evaluated

• Most countries have a universal access number, but • Most countries have a universal access number, but 

there is little standardization of numbers within or 

between regions

• In 25 countries pre-hospital access numbers are specific 

to the region or the city.





Ministerial conference in Moscow



Decade of action

• NATIONAL
– Road safety management
– Infrastructure
– Vehicles
– Behaviour
– Trauma care– Trauma care

• INTERNATIONAL
– Coordination
– Technical support
– Advocacy
– Monitoring and evaluation


