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Statue of Asclepius

Asclepius (in Greek)
/ Aesculapius (in
Latin) was the son
of Apollo (a god)
and Coronis (a
mortal). He was
born in Epidaurus
(a healing center)
in the Peloponnese
Region (Greece),
from where his cult
spread. Asclepius
was raised by the
centaur Chiron,
who schooled him
in the subjects of
herbal medicines
and surgeries.

Asclepius /
Aesculapius may
have actually
existed, having
lived circa 1200 BC,
and he was later
divinized.

On one of his visits
to the sick, a snake
wrapped itself
around his stick,
where it remained
there.

Asclepius became
the god of medicine
and his stick with a
serpent coiled, the
symbol of medical x5
activity. Vo ddl e,




The Academia Nacional de Medicina (National Academy of
Medicine - ANM) has existed for nearly 200 years and is the
oldest Scientific-Cultural Institution still standing in Brazil.
Its history is intertwined with the history of Brazil itself and
the organization plays a key and active role in helping to
advance the practice of medicine in the country. Its mission
is to contribute to the study, discussion, and progress of
medicine, surgery, public health, and related sciences, in
addition to serving as an advisory body on health and medical
education-related matters to the Brazilian government.
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By means of an 1825-enacted Imperial Government decree,
Joaquim Candido Soares de Meirelles, the founder, and first
president of the National Academy of Medicine (ANM), was
sent to France to further his medical and surgical studies.
During his time in Paris, he visited multiple military hospitals
and earned the title of Doctor of Surgical Medicine from the
Faculty of Medicine in Paris after successfully defending two
theses. The French influence on the establishment of the
ANM is therefore substantial since, in addition to having two
Frenchmen as its founders, its first president and founder
pursued his studies in that country.

A noteworthy point is that Soares de Meirelles, the founder of
the National Academy of Medicine, was Black and achieved
enormous success and recognition during a time when
slavery was still in full force in Brazil.



Xavier Sigaud
Marseille, France
1796
Brazil in 1825

Luis Vicente de
Simoni was born
in Genova (Italy) in
1792. He arrived in
Brazil in 1817.

Jean Maurice Faivre
(Combe Rallard, Jura,
France, September 21,
1795) arrived in Brazil

in 1826.

José Martins da Cruz Jobim,
Brazilian, was born in 1802
and passed away in 1878. He
was a physician, professor,
and politician. Cruz Jobim
was one of the pioneers of
Brazilian psychiatry



D. Pedro 11

Through an 1835 decree issued
during the Empire of Brazil’s Regency
Period, the institution was renamed
the Imperial Academy of Medicine
and designated as the government’s
official body tasked with clarifying
all public health-related inquiries,
as well as contributing to the general
development and progress of both
medicine and its related sciences.
The first official session following the
enactment of the decree was chaired
by then nine-year-old Prince Dom
Pedro II.

At the time, the Paco Imperial (Imperial Palace) was
chosen to host the Academy’s celebratory sessions,
and after Dom Pedro II reached the age of majority, he
would regularly attend the organization’s sessions for
fifty years and preside over its formal sittings. Already
gravely ill, Dom Pedro II chaired the Imperial Academy
of Medicine’s anniversary session for the last time on
July 30, 1889.

Exiled in France, the Emperor passed away in Paris’
Hotel Bedford and his death certificate, penned by
Charcot, was signed by physicians Conde da Motta
Maia (his personal physician), Charles Bouchard (the
most renowned pathologist in Paris) and Jean Martin
Charcot (who was Freud’s teacher when the latter
studied in the Paris-based Salpetriére Hospital in 1885).
The pristinely conserved death certificate belongs to the
ANM Archives.




Death certificate
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Paris, December 5, 1891
J.M Charcot
Bouchard
./ C. de Motta Maia”



A.I.M.

The Throne Chair,
where D. Pedro II
sat to preside over
Academy Sessions,
as well as all
Presidency Room
chairs, bears the
inscription A.I.M.,
which means
Imperial Academy
of Medicine. They
are over 180 years
old and perfectly
preserved.



When an Imperial decree renamed the Society of Medicine
of Rio de Janeiro the Imperial Academy of Medicine in
1835, the following sections were introduced to its bylaws,
those being the current Section of Medicine, Section of
Surgery and Section of Medical-Applied Sciences.

In 1866, it was decided that the organization’s foundation
date would be celebrated each year on June 30.

After the Republic was proclaimed on November 21,
1889, Provisional Government Decree No. 9 removed
the title “Imperial” from the institution’s name, and it
was thus given its current name: National Academy of
Medicine (ANM).



Members

Brazil’s National Academy of Medicine (ANM) is
constituted by voting members. These are its Full
Members who are admitted to the institution upon
submitting Scientific Essays and after their peers,
through a secret voting session, select them to fill the
ANM’s 100 Chairs. In addition, the ANM has Emeritus
Members, a title that the Full Members can aspire to,
should they choose so, after serving as Full Members for
at least 25 years.

Each Full Member chair is assigned a Patron, with the
aim of celebrating the most distinguished names of
Brazilian medicine.

Furthermore, there are both National and International
Honorary Members, in addition to National and
International Corresponding Members, all of whom are
voted on in a Plenary Meeting session.

The Honorary President title is granted to the President of
the Republic whereas that of Honorary Vice-President is
assigned to government Minister of Health and Minister
of Education.

Ever since its establishment, dating back to nearly 200
years ago, the ANM has admitted less than 700 Full
Members and less than 60 Presidents, who are elected
every two years. The ANM’s Board of Directors consists of
15 Academy Members who assemble regularly to discuss
administrative as well as science-related issues.



Full Members
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The Miguel Couto Amphitheater is a space dedicated to hosting
the National Academy of Medicine’s (ANM) weekly Ordinary
Sessions. It additionally serves as the venue where the

institution’s Elections, Inauguration Ceremonies and Formal
Sittings are held.

TR

(AR




Grand Hall

The Grand Hall is where social gatherings take place and
where Academy Members and guests gather each week,
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., for the traditional ANM Tea Party.
The Grand Hall boasts works of art as well as numerous
objects that help to provide a better understanding of
the institution’s almost two centuries of history.




Right upon entering the Grand Hall, three large,
exquisitely painted panels immediately catch the eye
of visitors. The panels, which measure 2.80m x 4.80m
each, were painted by renowned artist Arlindo Castellani
de Carli in 1977, and as an ensemble, seek to portray
some of the main milestones of the history of Brazilian
medicine, including the history of the establishment of
the National Academy of Medicine itself.




Panel I — Arrival of the Royal Court and

Granting of the Founding Charter for Brazil’s

First Faculty of Medicine
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The main subject portrayed in the painting is Dom
Joao VI aboard the ship that brought him to Brazil
from Portugal and docked in Salvador, Bahia, on
January 28, 1808. In it, he is talking to Dr. José
Corréa Picanca (the Marquise of Goiana), both
depicted in life-size. The latter, in turn, holds in his
hands the minutes of a decree that authorizes him
to practice medicine in Brazil as well as to establish
the country’s first medical school, the Faculty of
Medicine of Bahia, whose building can be seen in
the background, rounding off the composition.




Panel II - Establishment of the Society of
Medicine of Rio de Janeiro (1829).




The painting’s main theme is a meeting held at the
home of Joaquim Candido Soares de Meirelles, where
the first session to prepare for the establishment of
the Society of Medicine of Rio de Janeiro took place
on May 28, 1829. From right to left, we can see
Luiz Vicente De Simoni (Secretary General), seated
and drafting the Minutes of the Founding Charter;
Joaquim Candido Soares de Meirelles (President);
José Francisco Xavier Sigaud; Jean Maurice Faivre;
and José Martins da Cruz Jobim.
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Panel III - Introduction of Experimental
Medicine in Brazil
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The painting is based on Experimental Medicine
Institutes, namely Manguinhos, Emilio Ribas,
Oswaldo Cruz, Biologico (the Biological Institute), and
the National College of Medicine at Praia Vermelha
(red beach), among others. In the background, the
Oswaldo Cruz Institute and Instituto Butantan,
represented by their signature buildings, as well as
the Bacteriological Institute of Sao Paulo, stand out.
The main subjects portrayed are leading Brazilian
physicians in the likes of Adolfo Lutz, Emilio Ribas,
Carlos Chagas, Vital Brazil, and Oswaldo Cruz, among
others of no less significance.



D. Pedro 11

The National Academy of Medicine (ANM)
has a strong and long-lasting tie with
Emperor Dom Pedro II. Throughout his
reign, the Emperor visited the Academy
numerous times, chaired formal sittings, and
engaged in a host of scientific activities. To
honor this great ANM Patron, the institution
inaugurated a space within its Grand Hall
in 2016 fully dedicated to displaying several
items that look back on Dom Pedro II's
relationship with the Academy from 1829 to
1889. Among these, some particularly worthy
of mention include a half-length, semi-
profile portrait of Emperor Dom Pedro II at
an advanced age (technique: oil on canvas;
artist: Vicente Pereira Mallio, 19th Century);
a framed Picture of Dom Pedro II (technique:
sepia ink and crayon; artist: Vicente Pereira
Mallio, 19th Century); a pair of tortoise
and gold-colored “pince-nez” (pinch nose)
eyeglasses bearing the Emperor’s own “PII”
inscription; and the Throne Chair that Dom
Pedro II used to attend the ANM Sessions.




Dom Pedro II Space







Eyeglass Display Case

On display at the Grand Hall, the Eyeglass Display Case
houses eyeglasses collected over the years that belonged
to Public Personalities, Presidents of the Republic, and
Academy Members. The collection is described in detail
in the book “The Glasses and Individuals Behind Them,”
which features every pair of glasses as well as a short
biography of the person they belonged to. These items
are available for public viewing.




Presidency Room




The National Academy of Medicine (ANM) Presidency Room, where
the President performs administrative duties and also where Board of
Directors meetings are held, is adorned with numerous works of art that
encourage visitors to reflect upon the rich history of the ANM. Paintings
depicting the Founders and Portraits of each Academy Member who led
the institution, as well as furniture that recollects the Academy’s activities
throughout the 19th century — such as 180 year-old chairs bearing the
AIM (Imperial Academy of Medicine inscription) - and additional objects
displayed within the space allow visitors to recognize important milestones
in the ANM’s rich history and artistic heritage.




Academy Member’s Room

The Academy Member’s Room (Common Room) is a space
set aside for Academy Members to interact, in addition
to providing work stations for them. The room’s walls are
decorated with several historic paintings — along with other
ANM Collection paintings - whose background and story are
described in the “National Academy of Medicine Paintings
and their Stories” book that is available to visitors.







Cosmas and Damian
Stained Glass

National Academy of Medicine (ANM)
ornate stained glass depicting Saints
Cosmas and Damian.
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Cosmas and Damian were twin brothers who were
widely acclaimed medical practitioners and lived in
Ancient Greece’s Aegean Islands. They did not accept
any kind of payment for the medical services they
provided, and as a result, were dubbed “anargyroi,” a
term given to individuals who are averse to money. As
legend goes, Damian focused his activities on the field
of pharmacy, whereas Cosmas practiced medicine
in general. Their Christian beliefs ultimately led to
Emperor Diocletian ordering their heads and they
were thus decapitated in the early 4th Century. The
brothers subsequently gained a large and growing
base of followers and both Pope Felix VI and Emperor
Justinian 1 paid homage to them.
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Rooster and
Serpent Stained Glass

National Academy of
Medicine (ANM) ornate
stained glass depicting
Roosters and Serpents.
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Roosters carry numerous symbolisms in the West and
East alike. In both cultures, they are associated with sun
worshipping since their crowing announces the sunrise.
In Hellenistic Greece, for instance, roosters personified
solar gods and goddesses such as Zeus, Apollo, Leto,
and Artemis. Serpents, on the other hand, represented
medicine as well as renovation. Thus, the Rooster and
Serpent stained glass can be construed as a shining light
that gives rise to knowledge.



Seventh floor lobby
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The seventh floor
lobby houses most
of the National
Academy of
Medicine’s (ANM)
bust collection
carved by renowned
sculptors and whose
sculptures depict
prominent names

in the history of
medicine of Brazil.
The bust of Joaquim
Candido Soares

de Meirelles, the
Founder of the ANM,
stands out among
the remaining busts.






The ANM Board consists of 15 Academy Members who
assemble on a regular basis to discuss administrative as
well as scientific matters.







Every Thursday, from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., Academy Members get
together and mingle during the institution’s Tea Party held
at the Grand Hall. Oftentimes, novice physicians and medical
students are welcomed to meet and get a chance to interact
with Academy Members.




Scientific Sessions

Dating back to its inauguration some 200 years ago, weekly
Scientific Sessions take place every Thursday, when medi-
cal and related subjects are brought forth and discussed.
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Medical Programs
and Workdays

27 de Abril de 2017 - Jornada
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In addition to Scientific
Sessions, the ANM offers
Medical Programs and
Workdays to both medical
students and novice
physicians.



Medical Student
Leagues

ANM recebe encontro
das Ligas Académicas

Criadas em 1920, elas complementam a formacao em uma drea especffica do campo
meéd co, por meio de atividades que atendam o tripé de ensino, pesquisae extansao
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The ANM further
hosts Medical Student
Leagues with students
of the most distinct
fields of medicine.




Guided Tours

Medical Students can enjoy Guided Tours in which
Academy Members carefully present and discuss the
ANM’s art collection and spaces. After the touris finished,
the students are invited to the traditional Tea Party
held at the institution’s Grand Hall, when they have the
chance to discuss medical subjects with ANM Academy
Members.
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History of Medicine

in the World and in
Brazil through medical
instruments.
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History of

Medicine
in the

World and
in Brazil
through

books,
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Library

The National Academy of
Medicine (ANM) library was
established in 1830, following
book donations by the Marquis
of Marica.

Rare Books




Archives

History of the National Academy of
Medicine (ANM) through Minutes,
Annals, Documents...

Biographies of all Academy Members
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Voting Session

Wooden, hexagonally-shaped Imperial
ballot box whose front bears a crest
topped by a crown, flanked with coffee
and tobacco branches (which were the
two staple Brazilian products), and
features an inscription with the Imperial
Academy of Medicine’s initials.
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This item was
used to collect
voting ballots

in secret voting
sessions held
throughout the
Empire; the date
is 1835.
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